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RA — Richard Allen JS — Jim Schrot
JC — John Colling EM — Ed Mroz

RA. We are meeting today, Friday, June 9, 200&teyview Jim Schrot and Ed Mroz along with John
Colling and Richard Allen to do an oral historyantiew. Both Jim and Ed have an extensive
background as Constables plus other things thatoné& know that we are about to find out. Maybe you
should each identify yourselves so that our reaotda identify voices.

JS. Okay, Jim Schrot, a retired Constable from INalfe Township. | started with the Township in

1967 and then became an elected Constable in L8&a worked with the Township police department
and retired after twenty-two years with them asadRve Lieutenant. It's been a great interest td&kwo
with the Township and watching it grow over therged oday I think it's reached its limit, its full
growth.

RA. Ed, would you speak so your voice becomes ifiainle.

EM. Okay, my name is Ed Mroz, a resident of the fship since, let’'s see, December 1, 1978, is when
I moved into the Township. | was a Township Conlstdibst elected in 1988 ‘til we were disbanded in
January 2004, was it Jimmy? Yeah, 2004. In addiiothat | was a reserve police officer here from
1979, May to November 30, 1999. So that was twphiy years. Previous to that | was in law
enforcement in the city of Livonia. | was a reseo¥icer there for ten years, from 1968 to 1978.
Previous to that | was a reserve officer in thg oftDetroit from approximately 1965 through thelga
part of 1967. As a Township resident I've seerravwgfrom basically, when | came out here, a rural
community. | can remember when | first moved outhélaggerty was a gravel road, a rutty gravel
road on top of that. It has continued to expand paoblic services, the library and everything hast |
continued to grow. It's amazing in these few yea#rgrogress that I've seen and lived through, tike
partner, Jim, said, | think we’re peaking out riglotv. I'd like to see it a little more personaldik has
been and not just another community, so to spéaklivonia where any piece of ground that's open,
they want to put a building or a parking lot owiita mall of some sort.

RA. Jim, when did you move to Northville Townshigy/here did you come from?

JS. Well, we came, actually, from Washington Stateas discharged from the service and we stayed
there for a while and then moved to the Townshi@tTwas approximately in 1953 or 54. | guess I've
been here ever since.

RA. What made you pick Northville Township from Wagyton State?

JS. Well, we have relatives in Michigan. | havestes in Farmington. The area driving throughtit, i
seemed like we kept coming back to it. We built fmst home, actually, in the city of Northvillet 40
Welch at Horton

RA. Was it south or north of Eight Mile?

JS. It was north of Eight Mile.

RA. The Oakland County side.

JS. Right. We located the home on Seven Mile, weBeck, which dated back to about 1835. There
were additions on the home, but we were the thifdwarth owner. It seemed like there was a lot of
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activity during the Civil War in that location ftihe Underground Railroad and different things. kirsd

of a unique situation. If you go down the basemien,still stone, it still has the bark on theabes,

going down the basement. It just seemed it wagat giace to raise a family. We have three boys and
one daughter. It's always been a good atmosphdhatrarea of the Township.

RA. Your home, if | recall, backs in to Maybury Rawhich was Maybury Sanatorium at that time?
JS. Right.
RA. It's a notch in the property, let’s put it thahy.

JS. Yes. It was a sanatorium. It was a working teasnen. While | was Constable, we took the last
person out of the sanatorium, escorted them owér Affiat it kinda declined and then went down to
when they made the State Park and the living famd,it seemed that it just fit in with the
family...another enjoyable thing.

RA. When you came in the area when you were Colestafas it full time or part time?

JS. Well, we were on call at any time. We didn’trkvon a schedule, but we made our own schedule so
it wasn't a routine, the same thing everyday. Wghihgo out in the morning; sometimes we’d go out in
the evening, a lot of times at night.

JC. What actual duties did you have? People tlrdisiening to this today, we don’t have Constables

JS. The education and the working things were dhgesas your police officer today. What's kind of
unique is out of the Constables in 1929, they farthe State Police. We worked with the Sheriff's
Department. We took care of the local things inTbe/nship that were involved in the county, and we
also worked with the district court. We formed thstrict court officers. Other than that...We also
worked with the DNR; we were Deputy Conservatioficefs. We patrolled Maybury State Park and
took care of the West End of the Township, whicls waal. A lot of people don’t actually realize or
know that one thing at Six Mile and Northville Roaskd to be a dairy farm. That burnt down, a lot of
our patrol was in which is now Highland Lakes—thais Death Valley. There were 102 roads going in.
People and curious kids couldn’t find their way.de kind of escorted them out. Napier road was
another area that was rural. We had poaching, westngoping of cars; we’'ve had a drug bust, beer
parties, anything that would entertain the peapley were out in that area. We also took care @f th
Detroit House of Correction if they had escapeesabse we knew the area. We could locate some of
the prisoners easier than they could because tbegrwt familiar with it.

RA. Were there two Constables at that time?

JS. Yes.

RA, Who was your partner, or partners as time wenbefore Ed came on the scene?

JS. | was just thinking back. | had Joe Lukomsla.Whs also with the reserve department. | had Dick
Mitchell for a short time. His father, you mightysavas the active, original Constable of the Townsh

I had Paul DeJohn for a short time; and then IB&d/roz, and he’s been with me for a long time. We

worked real close together.

RA. Where was the home base for the Constablesoehforcement for the Township at that time?
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JS. We worked right out of the Township Hall.
RA. And that was where?

JS. Well, the first one that we worked out of wesally in the City, which, | believe, it was pdsisi

the original library and then it became Townshigl Hehen we moved on to Sheldon Road in the Child
Development Center, and then we moved on to Sie.Nhfortunately, | never worked out of the new
Township Hall.

JC. Ed, you're kind of quiet. Do you want to addhat?

EM. | came in kind of late in the game, you migay.sl was elected in '88. | actually took over my
duties in 1989. | took over for his previous parfd®e Lukomski, which is kind of unusual because J
and | graduated high school together in the citefroit from St. Andrew in 1958. It was just stgan
when | decided to join the reserve department ledfbecame a Constable, | was walking up to
Township Hall and he was coming down the front siedull uniform. I looked at him, because |
hadn’t seen Joe since we graduated; this is in.1®@®nversation came about and | found out at that
time that he was a Constable as well as a ResdfieOl said, “Wow.” I've always been completely
orientated to what | can do and something | likeng@nd at the time when he actually left the
Township of Northville, | applied and ran for oi@nd was elected. As to our duties, like | sayindu
my tenure, our jobs, basically what we did, stattebe supplemented by the police department as it
continued to grow from a very small departmenan cemember back when | worked as a Reserve
Officer, when we worked Sunday night there wouldust my partner and | as the only two officers on
duty. There was no backup other than the city attiNdle, and sometimes they would and sometimes
they wouldn’t. So basically it was just he andrigdave handled the entire Township on a Sunday
evening patrol. There were quite a few touslesraidhbe time and you did what you had to do. As a
Constable, there were a couple instances | wadvieston, One, | can relate, we had a problem with
dogs. It actually happened at Maybury State Pahlerevthey were attacking the animals. Jim andh bot
had a real good relationship with John Beemer. Jadma great guy and was instrumental in bringing
the farm back online. | talked to the regular adfic and there wasn’t a whole lot they could doyThe
could just position someone there all evening.ntacted John Beemer and they were having a problem
with the sheep. I told him to put them out thatrjgnd | was going to spend the night out hecante

on the scene at probablyl1 p.m. and stayed urttiitati00 in the morning. | remember the sheep being
out in the field, and had those dogs appeared ansed them any harm or duress, | was going to take
over the situation whatever way possible. | caelgafay from that time on we never had a problem
with those dogs; | don’t know what happened to thoernl never saw them after that. There have been
other instances. | remember one of the previoust€es, Russ Fogg, he contacted Jim and | one
evening. People had contacted those animals, lnassls, there’s a name for them, | can’t remember
it. Anyway, they had caught one in their trap, teeythese traps up and the people never came out t
take the animals to the park and release themheé§okept calling us. They called the police departtn
but they’re not going to get involved in anythinkgl that, so we went out and rectified that sit@tioo.
There have been other instances too. Patrol, naeataas of the Township which were rural, we used t
do a foot patrol on them. As to poaching Jim meradearlier, we had quite a problem at Maybury
where some of the residents were actually poachifegappeared on the scene one afternoon and met
with one of the DNR officers, one of the sergeahtikyn’t remember his name. He was quite pleased to
see us out there with them. It was quite an isdlatea, and poachers are poachers. Most are dtime wi
bow and arrow, but you never know if they’re armed.
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RA. | remember as a Trustee hearing the story ayig that someone was hunting in there and they
went to Jim’s house, and he said, “I think | knoweane he’s going to come through the fence.” And
they got him. Jim, maybe you can embellish theystigust know the short version | heard.

JC. What were they poaching, deer?
EM. Yeah.

JS. Actually, there were about three locations ayiry where they had cut the fence and put it back
get access into the park. That was real heavy paggoing on in that area. Another area that wak re
bad was Napier between Five and Six along theoaadliand the overpass. What Ed mentioned about
Highland Lakes, we had a unique situation thereralt when they put the sidewalks, the asphalt in
around the lake. The geese would land in the lakietlaen swim in to the shore, and then do theirghi
up on the asphalt and then go on the grass. Peapllel get very annoyed with it. They contacted
different animal control, different things, and yteaid there was nothing they could do. They calied
and | said, possibly we can. The way we solvedas about twenty feet from the shoreline, we drove
stakes in and then put a string all the way ardhedake. The geese would land on the lake and swim
in, hit the string, and then go back out on thelakhey were very satisfied. They could walk orirthe
paths and enjoy their evening.

RA. I know leaving tall grass along the shore keéesn out too. | know another one that had the most
unique one. They bought a tape recording of a gdisteess call. They had a PA system and they
played it every fifteen minutes. The geese woutdiland hear that distress call and were gone.
Eventually, they would quit coming.

EM. Relating to that same thing, | don’t know i&ttwas the cause of my demise. During Halloween we
used to have a lot of problems in the Township,lamds working as a Reserve Officer at that time W
used to cover the Township pretty extensively.n eamember at Highland Lakes, chasing some young
people that were doing egging and that type ofgtivinthe Township, and tripping over something in
one of those backyards chasing one of them, aidld domplete somersault back there. | don’t know i
it was one of Jim’s lines or what, but it came oubowhere in the pitch dark. It was just littlertgs

that come to mind.

JC. Most of the activities you did, were they ggderated or people calling in?

EM. Oh they called. We used to get calls like thosn the Township Board, certain people. Russ Fogg
was really involved in the Township, and anythindghat regard he showed a lot of interest in the
Township. We got a lot of support from most of th&ome things you just didn’t want to bother the
police department with; they didn’t have the tinmel &’s not in their field of expertise. So they wid
contact us and we’d take care of it.

JS. | think what the people enjoyed or took advgaiaf, was that with their own family or children,
they could contact us and find out about diffefmaiblems. We handled questions on drugs, some on
marijuana and different things like that. They fethey went to the police department, it mightate a
problem, where we could just advise them and skesn the right way. It seemed more personal to the
people in the Township. At one time we had a pHoyeked up outside the building where the people
could drive up and call in, and we wouldn’t ever #em. We would talk to them and advise them on
what they should do or not do. It was kind of umigufelt that the Constables, and that was stalewi
they had more personal contact with the people.
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EM. In regard to personal contact with people,Ttbesnship one year authorized us to enforce the dog
ordinances. | think you were on the board thenh&id?

RA. Yeah, probably. If you did it, | was.

EM. | think you were. It was funny some of the coemnts we got. Half the people we contacted didn’t
know there was an ordinance about that. | rememddeg a lot of footwork, because this was done on
foot. You would drive into a subdivision and thealkvthe subdivision. | can remember Jim, at days
end, Jim would take half the street and | wouldtdie other. Usually we were quite tired. One thirgg
did get was a response from the people. When thaydf out we were out there, they just feel we gave
them stuff about inoculations and that type thihgiade a lot of sense for the protection of their
children and of course, the neighborhood childceget their animals inoculated and licensed thém. |
they got lost, we could find them. By far most peopere behind us and the endeavor, and | know the
response of people coming into the township hajjeba dog license was unbelievable. | don’t knbw i
it was tripled or quadrupled, but it was quite bof@ing of the people that they followed the lettéithe
law. We also did this at Kings Mill one time. Wd gp a class on Saturday and Sunday for people who
were employed. It is difficult at odd hours to comt the Township and pick up a license. We agual
handled that right out of Kings Mill. We didn’t havo do all the walking; they came to us.

RA. When you were not being Constable, what eldeydu do?

EM. | retired from my position at Progressive Tafier 46 years, ten months and four days. | was
ninetneen when | started and was 66 when | retiPeajressive Tool was one of the largest, if net th
largest, manufacturer of tooling in the United 8sadt that time. They are still quite large, couinge
competition is out there. As an employee therdd hdot of different positions. | was a shippinuda
receiving man, | was Traffic Manager for severange| did a lot of purchasing. | handled various
things.

RA. Jack of all Trades?

EM. Yeah, | worked my way up. | started out asugkrdriver and worked my way up.

RA. How about you, Jim?

JS. Well, actually, before | went into the servite army, | served an apprenticeship as an etestri
and then | went in the service. When | came oiurtis$tfied working as an electrician, a journeyman, 42
years. | never utilized that in the Township. lufigd they had their building department and ingpast
and that was no concern of mine.

JC. When were you in the service?

JS. | served from 1950 to 1958..

RA. Let’s see, in the 50s. What do you remembetiquaarly about shopping, schools, or what have you
in the area?

JS. Township?

RA. Township or City, either one.
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JS. One of the most unique little restaurantsais wind of a coney island, used to be at Five Mg
Northville Road where the gas station is. It seethatlpeople came from everywhere to go to that
place?

JC. Was that Carl’s Place?

JS. Yes. We didn’t have a lot of stores or restaisral here were a few in the City; but as far as
patrolling both with the Constables and the potiepartment...At DeHoCo they had a mess hall set up
in the basement for those working on the road. ¥amuld go in there and eat. It was kind of uniqae. |
was cooked by the prisoners and you just ate taideft.

RA. DeHoCo was functioning when you were herentdkof recall there were farms scattered up and
down. Maybe you can give a little background on D€d and what they did.

JS. Right. What was unique back then was the aoeaMapier to Ridge on that side, which would be
the south side (5 Mile?), was the pig farm. Thé oéshe area on the north side was all farms,thag
grew all the products for Maybury Sanatorium arel $ttate Hospital, Child Development Center,
Hawthorne Center. About that time almost 60% ofrdsdents in the Township worked at one of these
facilities. Like my neighbors, their family, theyorked the farms, they worked in the kitchens. It
seemed like the whole township was involved in it.

RA. Local employer.

JS. Right.

EM. One thing Jim is forgetting also are the yedrservice he has given to the Township as a raside
and law enforcement and his farm. We used to wotadking to the law enforcement officers around
here how in the world he held on to a regular jaitn\&ll the sidelines he had. We used to get a good
laugh out of that.

JS. It was kind of unique when they started thee diepartment in the Township. They put the call out
and they said, “Can you help us out?” Most of theetit was building equipment or restoring it.

RA. Bob Toms (Fire Chief).

JS. That's right.

EM. Oh Yeah.

RA. The original...

JS. Fire chief.

RA. I'm going back to the military, he was the anig scrounge artist.

JS. Yes, he was.

RA. If there was something to be found that he @d@dt for next to nothing, and rebuild it, he hiad i

EM. He was a unique individual.

Oral History—Edward Mroz & James Schrot 8



JC. Back then if you did fire work, did you getgdor it or was it strictly voluntary?

JS. The first part was voluntary. | was with them 10 years. It seemed that they got all the egaigm
working and operating. | remember one time theyquita little article in the Northville Record for
volunteer firemen. It was kind of unique becausefitst three who responded were about five feet or
under and they couldn’t reach the pedals on trekiru

EM. I don’t want to interrupt you, but you just lbight something to memory. When Jim was working
as a reserve police officer we were partnering iip ane of the regulars and to this day | wish wald

of got a picture of it. When our Chief of PolicenJWerth, when he was a younger officer, course he
was a lot bigger guy, there was an incident whenahd John were working together. They both got out
of the car at the same time and looked like a eapLion fullbacks coming at you.

JS. That was at the time, when they had the Dodtgi®, | think it was called.

EM. No, no, that was Malibu.

JS. The little car. | remember that because wetdh@dme back to the station and get another car
because when | got out of the car | folded the d@gaughter). It was kind of unique. | know onenii
when they started the police department; actualhg became chief at that time was a Constableeof th
Township.

EM. Oh yeah, Chief Nisun.

JS. We worked together for about three years agl e started the police department. That involved
wiring the cars and doing our own maintenance.

EM. Wasn't our second chief, Chief Hardesty, didrétcome out of the Constable Association?
JS. Well, his father did.

EM. Oh, his father. | wasn't sure if he did or nidtnow he was a reserve and then became a regular
office and then eventually made chief.

JS. They lived in Salem and he took care of the gide of Napier Road.
EM. Washtenaw County.
JS. Yeah. He backed us up an awful lot.

JC. Getting back to when you first started with fine fighting work, was that combined with the it
and the Township?

JS. When | started with the fire department theyevetarting their own, although they had a mutihl a
with the City. They gave me the job of driving tia@ker truck. That was kind of unique becauseat th
time we had a station on Sheldon Road, and thelClglvelopment Center had a fire station so that is
where we worked out of. | was responding to adind | was supposed to turn west on Seven Mile.
They cross the horses at Sheldon Road (and SevercMier) because the barn was located up there
(St. Lawrence Estates now), and I'm coming downhilieand it was a little bit slippery, kind of ainy,
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snowy night, The horses were crossing and | digait to hit them. So | was blowing...this thing had

an air siren and had an air horn. So | figurednftamake the turn. | went straight. | was goinggtoup
through the City and then go across. I'm not sunatthey called the race, but it was a big moneg.ra

I went by and I'm blowing the siren and the horheThorse that was supposed to be the big winner was
in front and it turned and ran backwards. We hatecucontroversy with the Township and the
racetrack for the next three days trying to figoue what had happened.

RA. I know one night, it was a snowy night. | bedarhink it was you | saw, somebody driving the
tanker down the hill. He tried to make the turnSeven Mile and started to slide. | could see hesey
were about like saucers and he was trying to getttting around that turn on that snowy night.

EM. That was an experience coming down that hithmwintertime, if they don’t get it out there.

RA. The tanker was another thing that the Chiefymdput together from bits and pieces, as | recall
JS. Oh yeah.

RA. He found a tanker and he found a chassis addhese two pieces put together, because the truck
was garbage.

JC. Now you mentioned that you worked with DeHoDial you get calls from the other facilities here
like you mentioned the youth home, the hospital, smforth? Did you get involved in those or did th
county or state handle it?

JS. The supervisor from the Child Development Gecaled a number of times, If they had problems
there, we’'d back them up. If they had some of #hepte out, the youth, we’d try to locate them. We
also had DeHoCo; when they had prisoners out, ltlaelya siren that they would blow. That was a first
alert and then they would call any local authoiityhe area. It seemed like they called Plymouth
Township. Northville Township was very small--theyly had two officers. We’d respond to that. We
knew just about where the prisoners would go te hid

EM. In addition, they basically had three prisonthwlose proximity to each other. DeHoCo, and ¢her
was one, Phoenix Correctional Facility, the ong tioee down. Of course, the Scott facility, didhétve

a different name then?

RA. Yeah.

JC. Was Scott facility the one on the corner?

RA. Yeah. The one they tore down then.

EM. Yeah, that was Phoenix Correctional Facility.

RA. Okay, | didn’t know the name.

EM. Three in close proximity. The people who livethe Township now don’t realize. They complain
about the one we have now. Back then, where woaldpyt people who needed to be incarcerated? In
the western end of the Township.

JC. Another old time thing here, we’ve had a logoérrying done.
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EM. Quarrying, oh yeah.
JC. Did you find that the young people like to...?

EM. Yes. One of the funniest experiences | evenhasl the quarry on Beck Road where the

subdivision is. We responded to illegal fishingalTtvas a great fishing hole. You know, you really
couldn’t blame the people to go in there and doirfig. But when you get a complaint you have to
respond to it. One time we went out there, it wesftinniest thing. We called them over to the
shoreline, and | don’t know if you were with metthiene Jim. The canoe came over. Just as they were
exiting their canoe, it flipped over on them, rigltthe shoreline. Just to watch that, | remembeking
away, | laughed so hard. You know, you have toroéegsional in uniform at all times, but just t@se
those two adults flip over. We gave them a warmgng sent them on their way. That was an experience.
Just to see them getting out of their canoe ashioeeline and flip right over. They just got dreedh

JS. You mentioned Highland Lakes. Accessing ofEaht Mile or on that side of the lake, they had a
kind of a rope swing.

EM. That was on Griswold, Jim. Swing on Griswold.
RA. | remember seeing a swing in there.

JS. They'd swing off the rope and down into theeld®/e’d get calls constantly there and a lot of the
motorcyclists used to hang out, that was a gootl §pee thing that was unique about Highland Lakes,
we have some legends in this Township, and onleeshtwas Goofy Dan. It seemed nobody really knew
his name, so that's what they referred to him ase @f his favorite things was, in the wintertimesao

go to the lake over there off Griswold, cut a hialéhe ice, and dive in. We constantly got callstth
somebody fell through the ice. We knew who it wag we knew that shortly he’d come out and go
home. What was unique was that he rode a bicyden’ think he ever owned a car; he rode a bicycle
all his life in the Township. We had one other pard can't recall his name. He would walk through
the City, usually the first part of October, andrga cement block. He’d walk down and pick out a
window, and throw the cement block through the wimdThen, they’d take him to court and the judge
would sentence him to 90 days in DeHoCo for theevinLaughter) It got to be kind of a situation
where it happened every year. Finally, they told,hjust carry the block down and sit on the blcokg
we’ll pick you up and put you in for 90 days andrlhyou can spend the winter there. There were more
people here who were real legends.

EM. Oh yeah, Every community had a few of those.

JS. Like Milan George’s farm on Six Mile was almagnile square. He had one program that he
worked, and my oldest son worked for him for prdipdhree or four years, while they were in high
school. He hired all the kids from high school #émely worked the farm. They were bailing, they were
planting. If you came back the second year, thengai a little better job. If you came back thedhi
year, then you were kind of a supervisor. He haglmogram in the Township. Because it was so rural,
he didn’t want everything growing up in weeds. ®oAould put everything, all the vacant property in
the Township, in corn. You might own the propentyldive in Arizona, retired, or something. It was
kind of a sharecrop. He’d pay your taxes. Peoplewenazed; there wasn’t one square foot of vacant
property that didn’t have corn on it. It was kinfdumique. We liked it because it kept it rural.

EM. The Township is growing too fast, but you casttip progress, | guess.
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JC. Of course, 1-275 wasn’t here. That opened igocmmunity for a lot of people.
EM. It sure has.

JS. If you came east from Napier Road...Napier Reditt, gravel, Ridge is dirt, Beck Road’s dirt,
Sheldon was a, well...we used to refer to it ane and a half road because if one came the other w
you had to move over.

EM. I live just south of Six between Haggerty anth@fiester, and when | first moved into the sub, |
can remember looking north of Six Mile Road. We hddige barn, you remember that. Just about
where the Lakes of Northville, by the old TownsHiall, we used to watch the walk-aways from the
state hospital (Northville Psychiatric Hospitaly@ag down the hill, running away. We used to see
them walking in the subs, and before you knowhi, lbocals would come pick them up and that type of
thing.

JC. Did you get into the walk-aways?

EM. They used to walk into the garages and tryaiobjcycles and cars if you left your keys in them.
We used to have a big problem with walk-aways attone.

JS. The state hospital was really unique becatmmémber they had two male subjects that livedether
and after they were done working for the day, theyally had them cutting grass or whatever, they
would walk together over to Charlie’s (Northvilld@rlie’s Restaurant) and they’d share a bowl dfi.chi
EM. That's Rocky’s now right?

JS. Yeah. For a while they’d call, and then thewrfed they were just sharing a bowl of chili, ahert
they'd go back. So they didn’t call anymore.

RA. No harm done.

JS. When they got out of there, it was kind of ueicthey had one person who was about four hundred
pounds or a little better; it would take four ordipeople to corral him and try to get him backehe

EM. My experience with that is they'd walk away amdlk across the street and go and have a cold one
at Charlie’s, later on Rocky’s.

JS. A lot of people don’t remember that right dileacross from the state hospital, they had tre bu
station.

RA. | was going to say, maybe expand on thatle Iit. A lot of us know about the bus station bat
the progression of things.

JS. That’s where the buses turned and went babDetit. They knew it. They’d just go over theradan
get on the bus.

RA. Wasn't there a Northville bus line there thath there down went east to Grand River?

JS. Right. The bus depot.
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EM. I moved into the township just about the taidlef a lot of this. Some of this | experiencedhwit
Jim, but a lot of it happened before my time. Tiadkabout things in the Township, how many people
remember there was a baseball diamond on Six MikdRust west of Beck, Thomson Field? That was
beautiful.

JS. That was a unique situation there. It was brbup in the Township Board that we should get more
involved with the community and athletics with ttfgldren. They residents put it together and dahate
a backstop for the baseball field and put up aadatfence in the area. The company | worked for
donated all the work for the lighting. It just sesdrthat the whole community was involved and thaty p
the baseball field together, and it didn’t costthimyg. The kids played for a number of years. Vdd h
leagues at night, and all kinds of activities.

RA. And mosquitoes, they were thick down there.

EM. There’s a point somewhere in the township, t'ying to remember the exact street. It was behind
the township hall at the time when | first came loeite. | was shown it by one of the regular officér
was the highest point in the township at that tiltie where Lakes of Northville is now. It was kind a
unique situation to go up there at night; it usete a lover’s lane back then. You could actuady s
from that point all the way down to the city of D@t and see the Ambassador Bridge. At that time |
remember it being lit up. That was a unique vieat ftmybody who lived here then, whoever didn’t
partake in that, missed a very great sight.

JC. You used to see it at Haggerty Road, but nawcgm’t because the buildings are there.

EM. Right, but at that point, it was a clear view.

RA. Also on M-14 where the overpass is on SheldoadRIf you look quick, you can see it. My
landmark used to be the Burroughs stack until thel it down. | have trouble getting oriented now,

because when the stack was there, it was easgkat miut.

JS. Regarding that incident of the bridge anditifgihg, actually we’re the second highest elevatio
Wayne County.

EM. Northville Township is?

JS. No, where our property is where the hill gaaskbBecause that hill goes up again for Maybury
Sanatorium. It is very common to see the lightimgthe bridge and different things.

EC. What most people don’t know is way back whenglaciers were here, Detroit was underwater,
and the beach line runs right through Northvilleviiship, in fact, I live on it. It's sand all the wa
down where we are, which were the beach depositthér out you got what they call moraine, which
are the stones and stuff dropped by the glaciers.

EM. Yeah, | have boulders on my property, huge ¢therd.

JC. To the east of us was a lake at one time, 0Q;88rs ago. That's why you’ve got the rise updher
Hines Park.
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JS. One thing that was kind of unique in the Tovimsthe City had Parmenter’s Cider Mill and we had
Foreman’s on Seven Mile Road. Actually, at thattitme first murder in the Township was handled by
the Constable. | had the radio at home; | heaedl, at that time, Nisun was about three miles awgy.
was trying to respond to it. | was less than a raild | responded. The person who did the shootagy w
coming out of the building at that time, and | agdpnded him and put him under arrest as the Cdastab
in the Township. Nisun arrived and the Sheriff'sp@egment arrived after he did, and they said, “No,
they were going to take it over.” Nisun said, “Nioiwas handled by the Constable in the Township and
he’s going to carry it through.” | carried it thighu district court, circuit court and put the persovay.

But it was confusing in court because the estainesit was called Foreman’s Orchard, and the person
who did the shooting, his name was Foreman, bueladion, and the person who was killed was Jim
Foreman. It really got confusing. It just seemé&ed li had to handle an awful lot. It was a real
experience.

JC. Were there Township attorneys who worked with?y
JS. They did, they were part time at that time.
JS. Ah, | can picture them. Who was that?

RA. Morgan, Don Morgan. He had the distinction aiting letters to the Township Board and when he
got through, you had no idea what he said. Leggbja You worked for the court system for a while?

JS. Right, District Court.
RA. What did you do there?

JS. | was the Court Officer. | worked for Judge BamnDavis. | went over and | talked to him and |
observed the court. | could see that it was kind sfate of confusion at times. | said, “You naddnd
of a partner, a court officer.” He said he neveat bae. | said that, “It's up to you if you wanttty it.”
We worked it for three days, and he says, “That'¥ou’re here.” He’s a legend in himself. He algay
wore bow ties. | went to one of these novelty pamd | saw the bow tie, and it had one red bgtat
one green light, and a little button that you pu&h he says, “Okay, the red is defense and the gsee
the prosecutor. Okay.” Then, he’d start and ifde&nse kept going on and on and on, he’d push the
button and turn him off.

EM. That's called judge control.

JS. That got to be kind of unique in the court.rigday it was actually better than watching telewisi

the way he handled things. He could have threescaisthe same time, all going. He was a great $enni
player. Actually, the way he put himself througtvlschool, he was an ironworker. A number of the big
bridges in the state, he worked on those. He ngotto Mackinac.

RA. He wasn't that big a man as | recall. When tlaok of ironworkers, they’re gorillas.

JS. Very strong.

RA. You don’t see a fat ironworker.

JS. It just seemed like we had so many differengthin the Township and around the area that we
don’t have today.
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RA. Where was the court held at that time?

JS. In Plymouth. Actually in the City and Plymoultthink on Monday and Wednesday we met in the
City, and Tuesday and Thursday we met in Plymoityhhall. Then shortly after that | developed a
night court system for him. He said, “Well, we daandle it.” | said, “Okay, I'll show up in the evieg
and go through the roster and check in and chexhttiorneys and get everything ready.” We did that
three nights a week for a while.

EM. That's four jobs, Jim. | only held three.

JS. Sometimes we had a little conflict becausedfd was an arrest made in the Township, sometimes
either the Constable or the police department,d sitiing next to the judge. It used to shake &p th
defense attorney.

RA. I've exhausted my questions, do you have angtleise?

JC. No.

EM. We've covered a lot of territory.

RA. Is there anything else you would like to brungf?

JS. Well, I had one little thing here. At the Histal Society, do you have a museum and different
things and are you involved in that?

RA. Well,  am and I'm not. My wife (Pat) works ftie Historical Society in the Archives Department
and is on the board of directors. They’re kindra tollectors of historical documents. The Townsip
trying to develop, they’re not going to competehaill Race, but they want to pick up things thet a
peculiar to the Township and are slowly acquiringnh and are in the process of getting funding for a
display case downstairs to show some of the hegtbtihings for the Township. What do you have?

JS. | don’t know if you have a copy of this or @@oning map). This is before they developed
everything in the Township.

RA. What were the circles for?

JS. There were two things.

RA. Is this the distance from your house?

JS. This is where | live. If we had anything in drea, like escapees from DeHoCo, these are filesmi
apart, | mean a mile apart. | could pretty muchitethe area how long it would take me to get ¢her
Also, we were involved with the weather watch amel¢ky warn. If there was a storm approaching, |

knew it was approximately five or six miles fronethouse.

RA. Tell you what, when we are finished here, lédl& to Joyce Carter. They have a large copy
machine downstairs; she can copy it and give tiggnal back again.
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EM. You know what'’s interesting as of late is thecBrd. They’re showing pictures of the Northville
community pre-1900’s, most of them.

RA. My wife picks the pictures out, and every stenfsome piece of misinformation gets in there and
the editor catches flack from everybody.

EM. Yeah, like Northville Plaza. My wife said, “M&an that when you’re down there, about TGY.”
When my son was a little guy, he loved that place.

JS. One of the most informative people in the Tduwmawvas the farmhouse right here.
RA. Gibson.

JS. Three sisters lived there. One of them passay st recently. When they made up the first book
in the Township about the history and things likieat...

EM. You were involved in that, weren’t you, Jim?

JS. At that time | was involved with the Civil Wskirmishing and traveling all over. They said, “Can
you handle the Civil War part?” | said “Fine.” §heaid, “We want more history,” and | said, “Have
you contacted the three sisters? They'll help yatub@cause they have albums after albums of pgture
back when.” If you look at them where the racetrackhe hotel that used to be up on the hill, thag
pictures of that and all kinds of stuff. They helgbem out.

RA. When you go back to the Civil War, I'll get ghbl don’t ask this question. You mentioned the
Underground Railroad. What do you know about itaasgs Northville Township’s involvement? |
know Salem was definitely involved. There’s a rurtiat there was a safe house up on Reservoir or
what have you.

EM. | didn't realize that the Underground Railrazaime out this far.

JS. Right across from us, I'm trying to think ofi@ame. 1t would be right next to Thomson-Sorenson'’s,
right to the front of their property there was eylahome, mostly fieldstone. What was unique atiout
was that home had two basements, and one of thenthwaJnderground Railroad. It was kind of a bad
situation through the development in the Township tried to keep that home, and one of the ideas we
had was to turn it over to the Parks and Recreamhthey could use it for an office and different
things like that. They were going to keep ¥ of areaf property with it. But through
miscommunication, somehow that house got torn down.

RA. That was probably when they started to devéteprhomson Gravel Pit. That guy went in and
knocked stuff down without a permit.

JS. We were really upset about that, quite a fespleein the Township. We don’t seem to keep
anything today.

EM. It's hard to preserve.
RA. That's why the historical group was formed. W't have an historical district, quote, unquote,

like a lot of places do. We have a piece here goid@e there and a piece somewhere else. That barn
they moved was one of them, and there’s anotheséhthat's been offered to the Township that dates
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back to the 1830s. Now the question we have tadigut is how to move it and not let the taxpayers
pay for it, and that may be the challenge. Butalveer of the house wants to donate the house but
doesn’t want to contribute anything to move ibrity has to go a mile, fortunately. 7 Mile and Naps
where the house is.

EM. What about when they moved the barn to Mayblihat was unique for something that huge. | was
amazed they could do that.

RA. This is easier because there are no power, Imggight now the Historical Commission is loogin
into getting a site plan drawn up for Thayer Pauktbere. Putting buildings in haphazardly doesn’t
make any sense, and we're starting to get to a pdirre we need an overall plan.

JS. One of the unique places in the Township, dygttree City and Township the way the propertyiss,
the Fish Hatchery. We lived here when that wasatpey. It used to be kind of a fun thing to go down
there and watch them harvest the fish, get thenyremtransport. People don’'t know today what the
Fish Hatchery was all about or Fish Hatchery PArkat are they talking about?

EM. Or even where it’s at.

JS. Many times we tried, and I've gone before tharf, to try and get some kind of a board put uf wi
information about the Fish Hatchery.

EM. An historical marker.

RA. That may happen yet. Several groups are wordimthings. The Township is a piece of the pie and
there is one that works for the Township and tlieme that is much broader based.

JS. You can tell my main hobby is trout fishingddrbelong to the Fly Fishing Club. Every year when
they have the program at the Fish Hatchery, we alpw teach the kids fly-fishing. We have to keep
the history in the Township, that's the main thing.

EM. There’s so many new residents, they don’t kndey get confused between the Township and
the City.

RA. You get, every so often, a newcomer who isséony buff. We just had one, but unfortunately, she
just moved out of the area. She didn't live hergldout she stirred up more stuff on history thayome
who’s lived in this Township forever. She’s soratyssed. (Jen McFall)

JC. You have people here who have moved from Lavanid get upset because there are raccoons in the
back yard.

EM. That's true, | came from Livonia. (Laughing)

RA. Okay, thank you.
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