
•Patient beaten, killed
at psychiatric hospital

ByKEVINWILSON cy's report reveals only one was im-
• • mediately available to oversee pa-

A: 26-year-old patient at Northville tlents. One was on a lunch break, a se-
Regional Psychiatric Hospital was cond was on the first floor taking a
choked or smothered to death by at break and a third was engaged In one-
least oneo( three patients whobeat him on-one counseling with a patient, the
in the hospital's YoungAdult Unit Sun- policereport states.
da1.night, state polleesaid. The (ourth RCAwas busy at the nurs-

Greg Helzerman of Van Buren Ing station, at the opposite end of the
Townshipwas pronounced dead at 8:47 ward from the quiet room, filling out
p.rr(. Sunday at St. Mary Hospital In paperwork related to two "walkaway"
Livonia. His death was caused by sur· Incidents reported earlier in the day
foca~lon, the Wayne County Medical when a patient approached him and
Ex'!mlner's office reported after a said: "You have a corpse at the end o(

.\1on4ay autopsy. the hall," according to the police
~P Community Service Officer report.

R0¥rt Garcia said policeplanned to re- This patient, one of the witnesses to
quest murder warrants against the the beating, said he was threatened
thn1e suspects Tuesday. Detectives with similar treatment unless he
said they wouldrequest first- or second- assisted Helzrman's assailants. He told
degree homicide charges, with the h ed
county prosecutor to decide the actual policehe left the area when t reaten
charge brOUght. and returned later to discover the three

Police said the investigation is suspects gone and Helzerman on the
centered on oneof the three suspects, a ~he RCAtold police he (oundHelzer-

ew-year-old Garden City man believed man was not breathing and had no
to b,e the instigator of the beating and pulse, then began cardlo-pulmonary
the one who reportedly choked the vic- I ed' t I
tim, then held a pillow over Helzer. resuscitation techniques mm la e y
man's face. and called In a medical emergency

report. A nursing supervisor was the
The man, who was admitted on a first to respond to the medical

court order after attempting suicide emergency call, which was logged at
arUl•was under "watch alert" for
suiCidal tendencies, was sedated Sun- 7:~h~'~CA who made the report told
day evening and transferred late Mon- police he was dissatisfied with the
day afternoon to the Ypsilanti Forensic response time and issued a second call.
Center for psychiatric evaluation. He Paramedics (rom Novi Ambulance
has notbeenquestionedby police. reportedly arrived at 8 p.m. Sunday,

• Two others involved in the beating, Percy's report says.
aged 18and 19and both from Detroit,
have been questionedand remain at the The nursing supervisor told police
Northvillehospital. Helzerman appeared to be dead when

According to a report filed by Nor- found- his pupils were dilated and fix-
thville Post Trooper Richard Percy, the ed, there was no pulse or breathing evi-
beating and subsequent surrocation dent. When police, dispatched at the
took .place in a "qUiet room" on the start o( their shift at 8 p.m., arrived 20
ward in the hospital's M Building. The minutes later, they were told the victim
rOOPt is set aside for patients who need had already been taken away by am-
separation (rom the ward situation, bulance but that the nursing starr was

e1illier (or counseling or isolation. certain he was already dead.
Helzerman eVidently retreated to the The three suspects were each com-
quie\ room (or privacy shortly before mitted to the hospital on 6O-daycourt
the»eating, policereported. orders. Helzerman entered the hospital
~Percy said the door to the room was April28 to be treated for disorientation.

le(t.open during the assault and inter- The state department of mental
views with four patients who witnessed health has launched an internal in-
the incident through the open doorway vestigation o( the incident, the first
are keyelements o(his report. homicide reported at the hospital since

The witnesses said the three suspects a (ederal investigation determined that
were punching Helzerman while he lay overcrowding and understaUing at the
on a bed in the qUiet room. One told institutionposed a danger topatients.
police he saw the Garden City man Population at the hospital was most

.!loking Helzerman and another that he recently reported at 1,050patients -
saw several blows directed to the vic- Virtually identical to the census
tim's throat. Another witness saw the 5- reported during the federal civil rights
(oot~, 244-poundGarden City man hold investigation. A plan to reduce the
a pillowover the 5-(oot-9,198-poundvie- population to fewer than 700is pending
tim:s face., legislative apPI:Ovalan.dthe renovation

bf:Lour"resident caJ;!!aides" assign- of a portion o( Plymouth Center (or,..
e<f.iO·care(or patients onth"eward, Per- '. Human Development. ~. "
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These and Other Great Clocks
by

Howard X Miller
•

SALE HOURS: Mon., Thurs. & Fri. 9:30-9
Tues., Wed. & Sat. 9:30-6

FREE engraved name plate with grandfather clock purchase
• Limited quantities :=-
Ant/t·r,o..oll Falllily Clock SlJo J~
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Russell and Florentine Amerman help kindergartners celebrate the school's 30thanniversar,y

PTA-PTSA News

School fairs highlight year-end events
EDITOR'SNOTE:The NorthvillePTA-
PTSAnews. published the last Wednes-
day o( the month September through
June, is compiled by volunteer Linda
Handyside who correlates material

(rompublicitypersons in the Northville
Public Schools. Jeannette Westerhaus
compiles St. Paul's Lutheran School
news and Cindy Nuttall, Our Lady o(
Victory.

AMERMAN SCHOOL ShonHalacka and Frances Miller are
to be congratulated (or organizing
Teacher AppreciationWeek<May6-10)
activities. Amerman teachers received .
a special bulletin board along with ap- .
pIes. note pads. buttons, Happy Grams
and Certificates o(Accomplishment.

Amerman playground has taken on a
new look with painted game centers
purchased with PTA (unds. The Nor-
thville Mothers' Clubpurchased a large
screen TV(or the school.

Amerman was a busy place during ~

In honor o( Arbor Day, the Country
Girls Garden Branch donated Silky
Dogwood trees to Amerman students.
The community will reap the benefits
as the trees grow and nourish in years
tocome.

Amerman students are to be com-
mended (or their participation in the
March o( Dimes Read-A-Thon.Some82
Amerman readers read 1.386 books.br-
ingingin a profit o($1,688(or the March
o( Dimes which was the highest in
WayneCounty. ConUnuedon8 :

(NoCHARGE TO SENiOR CiTiZENS\ ~
',Y ,I ~ FOR FIRST VISIT FOOT EXAMINATION OF ANYONE 65 OR I:.
,~ OVER WITH THIS AD
~~ , ~. Orthopedic Foot and Ankle Problems • Bunions. Ingrown Nalls. Heel Pain ,

I ~ 'Sports Related InJulles-Sporls MedICine • Warts. Corns. Callus. Flat Feet .1 - . ~I.·.'
• Chlldren's In·Toe Our-Toe Problems "DiabetIC Foot Care: Hammertoes
• Fractures Trauma. Splalns • Circulation & Nerye Problems

I
. Ambulalory Office Surgery. Home V,slls • 2nd Opinions. Skin Problems I':.
• Oillce-Hospiial Treatment and Surgery • All Types 0' Foot Surgery. Laser Su'qery

INITIAL CONSULTATION FREE WITH THIS AD· EXCLUDING
X-RAYS. LAB TESTS. & TREATMENTS· TREATMENTS WILL BE BILLED ,

I SENIOR CIiuIRZNiUNFOOyNCENTERS I;I Dr. Kenneth D, Poss & Associates I:
I

NOVI AREA NORTHVILLE AREA LIVONIA AREA I:;
Novi Health Center Northville Medical Center 30931 W S M I

41630 W. Ten MIle Road 331 N. Center SI. (Sheldon) 2 blockse~slo~~~~"m~n~1
al Meidowbrook A&PCenter belween 8 MII~ Road & Main Sunsel •

l nex'349r~5S59ur.n, 349:"4C90'4s 478-1166 J:"------------"".
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?' MF~~·~af.':30~l~~l'r MEMORIAL DAY :E.
'/)< Sun 12-11 10 a.m.-10 p.m,

LIQUOR • BEER • WINE
EVERYDAY LOW PRICES:-!.-----.,Buy all four Michigan Lottery~ames at

,. Vintage Wine,Shoppe ~
• LOnO. DAILY. CARD GAME • INSTANT TICKET
BUY 25 TICKETS GET 1 FREE

BETTER MAID PEPSI .1d~
POTATO CHIPS ;},{

S::.E $11~o!bag IaJlfSSsP2ECI2AgL .';
WINE FRESH&PURE.1iiii1

SPECIALS RANGE JUICE ~
Allow. low pnces AVE$129 ~ 1. a~';r~

All Kinds 0' 50' t PlusOep
IMPORTED BEERPo., •• , • •

-------,Treat YOllP;t,/f to 1

I •. Our Dehclolls I
Saturday

I 'Dinner for Two 'I'
~ 10oz.NewYork

~~ : Choice II~' l Strip Steaks
I ' . '~.Garden fresh Salads I

ChOice of Potaloes
~ • Hot Rolls & Buller

I 'G~I:U:l:· 2 DINNERS I
~

oupononl ONLY

I ...,...,.I $ 75 I. "

I~!~1~!-:~e~304U8_n09g2e9I
'" between Tall 1\ Beck ' I"'-------'

JOIN THE EXCITEMENT AT.
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Summer Leagues For:
Women- Mondays 7 p.m,

Starts June 3
Seniors- Thursdays 1p.m.

Starts Ma 30

"..

'".....,·r------------1
: MOONLITE I
I DOUBLES I
I II Every Sat. 9:30 p.m. I

I$100 1st Place I
I 53 OFF Ent" Fee IL .=.I~I~~ _..J
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June Special

Free Manicure

SUMMER SPECIAL
Now Thru Aug.

Every 3rd Game
FREE

OPEN BOWLING ONLY
Mon ·Fn 9-5

NOVIBOWL
21700 Novi Rd .
S. Of Nine Mile

348·9120

WITH THIS COUPON ONLY

..·....·

Get ready for summer with a

Free Manicure
when you get a pedicure

at regular price.

DANGER SIGNALS OF
PINCHED NERVES:

Pedicure, Reg. s18
Manicure, Reg. S7

Special, both for $18 I Neck Pain 2. Arm Pain 3. SUfi Neck 4. Low Back Pain
Headaches Muscle Spasms Neurills Hip Pain
Shoulder Pain Neu,algia Slipped DISC Leg Pain

Wh,lp we are accephng new pallenls, no one need leel any obhgation
HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED IF CHIROPRACTIC
COULD HELP YOUR CONDITION?

DOINIDIS CHIROPRACTIC LIFE CENTER
Call for Appointment Most Insurances 41616W. 10 Mile
348-7530 Accepted (al MeNd~~to9k)

Open Evenings Wed.• Thurs. & Fri.

E~~'Sn!S>F~"~~~~~"
102 W. MAIN ST" NORTHVILLE

349-6050
.-".


